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LAYING INSTRUCTIONS

Nicoline High Performance Adhesive is recommended

Nicoline cork floor tiles are made from heavily 
compressed cork granules made up of thousands of 
tiny air cells that ‘give’ and then spring back into place.

These cells trap the air and keep it warm, thus warming 
the cork itself. The same principle also gives natural 
cork its excellent sound insulation properties.

The rich, golden texture of these tiles will add warmth 
and vitality to any room and, because they are natural 
cork, will never go out of fashion and will stay looking 
good with very little attention.

GENERAL

(1) Nicoline cork floor tiles are easy to lay but, like most jobs 
around the home, careful preparation and following of our 
laying instructions will bring the best results. These instructions 
are to be read in conjunction with the adhesive instructions. 
Individual household circumstances vary depending upon 
temperatures, humidity levels, types of sub-floor surfaces and 
rate of application of adhesive. It is therefore recommended 
that a test tile is applied to obtain correct adhesion before 
completing the remainder.

(2) Open the packs and leave the loose tiles for 48 hours to 
adjust to warm room conditions before laying. Cork is a natural 
material so permit a size tolerance of a ±1% and shade/texture 
variation.

SUB-FLOOR PREPARATION

(3) Suitable sub-floors are prepared concrete, nailed 
hardboard and plywood, and screeds. Vinyl and other existing 
floorcoverings should preferrably be removed and allowed to 
dry thoroughly. If this is not possible, apply a thin screed over 
the entire surface and allow to dry before proceeding.

(4) Do not lay onto newly laid concrete which is less than two 
months old, even in heated and well ventilated conditions. 
Concrete over 2” thick will take considerably longer. There must 
also be an effective damp-proof membrane. Solid floors such 
as concrete or asphalt need to have holes or depressions filled 
with cement and sand and, if necessary, with a floor levelling 
compound. Dusty surfaces should be primed with a proprietary 
floor primer. Floorboards need to be secure and irregular 
surfaces sanded and gaps filled. Any protruding obstructions 
such as nails should be removed or knocked down below 
the surface. Ideally, lay sheets of hardboard nailing every 6” 
(each direction) again making sure no nails protrude. It is not 
recommended to fix cork floor tiles in unheated areas such as 
porches etc.

(5) It is important that the surface of the sub-floor is smooth, 
level, clean and thoroughly dry. So remove all wax, varnish, 
paint, grease, dust etc.

FIXING

(6) Draw guide lines by connecting the centre points of 
the opposite walls. Check for squareness. Then lay a row of 
uncemented tiles in either direction from the centre point to 
the walls and adjust your starting point to achieve the most 
economical tile cutting at the perimeter.

(7) NICOLINE High Performance Adhesive is recommended. Use 
in warm but well ventilated conditions. Stir before use. Using 
the notched spreader apply enough adhesive for one square 
yard at a time, starting at the centre of the room. Do not over-
apply but give 100% coverage to the surface of the sub-floor. 
Consideration needs to be given to the absorbency of the 
existing sub-floor surface. This will vary and also be dependent 
upon temperatures, humidity levels, rate of application etc., etc., 
and a test tile is recommended before competing the remaining 
tiles.

(8) Place the tiles into the ribbed adhesive after the tack time 
has been established. Carefully place each tile, pressing down 
firmly all over, including the edges, and complete one quarter 
of the room. Remove any excess adhesive. Cut border tiles with 
a Stanley Knife, carefully measuring each tile and markng with 
a soft pencil. Trace pattern of pipes or other obstructions on 
paper, then fix to the tile and cut to follow shape.

(9) After competing the floor, verify adhesion by again firmly 
pressing over the entire surface, preferrably with a roller.

MAINTENANCE & AFTER CARE

a) Cover high risk areas such as entrances with a suitable 
doormat, particularly from outside weather and abrasive effects 
of grit and other harmful particles. Use protective pads under 
furniture legs.

b) Simply wipe dry spills or vacuum clean. Do not wet mop or 
use an abrasive household detergent. Occasional cleaning using 
a proprietory floor tile cleaner (such as Armstrong, Antico or 
Marley floor cleaners) with a damp cloth and non-slip wax polish 
is recommended. Occasionally remove the old polish with floor 
tile cleaner and re-apply.

Made from the bark of 
the Cork Oak Tree, a tree which

recycles its outer bark so it is 
environmentally friendly.

Tough, Warm & Beautiful

“The natural floorcovering for kitchens, 
bathrooms and children’s rooms”


